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ABSTRACT 

 

Tom Origer & Associates conducted a cultural resources survey on behalf of the Sonoma County 

General Services Department. The study area consists of approximately 117 acres of land owned by 

the County located along Chanate Road, between Parker Hill Road and Terra Linda Drive, Santa Rosa, 

Sonoma County, California. The study was requested and authorized by Pam Kinzie, County of 

Sonoma Facilities Development & Management Division, in compliance with requirements of the 

California Environmental Quality Act. The County of Sonoma is performing a comprehensive 

assessment of the parcels in order to plan for future development of the area. 

 

This study included archival research at the Northwest Information Center, Sonoma State University 

(NWIC File No. 14-1150), examination of the library and files of Tom Origer & Associates, field 

inspection of the project location, and contact with the Native American community. Field survey of 

the study area found one prehistoric resource and a complex of historical buildings, and a previously 

recorded historical cemetery (CA-SON-1797H). Scattered obsidian flakes were seen in various 

locations in disturbed contexts. These do not constitute archaeological sites, but reflect generalized use 

of the area. Documentation pertaining to this study is on file at the offices of Tom Origer & Associates 

(File No. 15-015). 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Synopsis 

 

Project: County Government Center Development - Phase 1A 

Location: Chanate Road between Parker Hill Rd and Terra Linda Drive, Sonoma County  

Quadrangle: Santa Rosa, California 7.5’ series 

Study Type: Mixed strategy survey  

Scope: 117 acres 

Finds: CA-SON-1797H, one prehistoric archaeological site, a historical building complex, 

 dispersed obsidian flakes 
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Project Personnel 

 

Tom Origer provided project oversight. Mr. Origer obtained a Master of Arts in Anthropology from 

San Francisco State University in 1983, after obtaining a Bachelor of Arts degree in Anthropology at 

Sonoma State University in 1974. He has over thirty years of experience in cultural resources 

management throughout Northern California. His experience includes work that has been completed in 

compliance with local ordinances, CEQA, NEPA, and Section 106 (NHPA) requirements. Mr. Origer 

has been teaching archaeological analysis and field archaeology classes at Santa Rosa Junior College 

since 1979. He is affiliated with the Society for California Archaeology (Presidential duties from April 

1998 to April 2001), the International Association for Obsidian Studies (charter member and President 

from 1990-1992), the Archaeological Institute of America (President of the North Coast Society from 

1985 to 1987), the Society for American Archaeology, the Society for Historical Archaeology, and the 

Register of Professional Archaeologists. 

 

Vicki R. Beard acted as the Architectural Historian for this project. Ms. Beard has been with Tom 

Origer & Associates since 1990, and holds a Master of Arts in cultural resources management with an 

emphasis in historical resources, and meets the Secretary of the Interior’s standards for archaeology, 

history, and architectural history. Graduate coursework and applied studies included building and 

structure evaluation, and historical research. Post-graduate work has been completed in historical 

architecture through the Architecture Department at the University of California Berkeley; heritage 

resource management at the University of Nevada, Reno; and architectural history and historic 

landscapes through the National Preservation Institute, Alexandria, Virginia. Professional affiliations 

include the Society of Architectural Historians, Northern California Chapter of the Society of 

Architectural Historians, and Vernacular Architecture Forum. She is also listed on the Register of 

Professional Archaeologists. 

 

Colin Caskey prepared the report and acted as the Project Coordinator for this project. Mr. Caskey 

obtained a Bachelor of Arts in Anthropology from UC Davis in 2014. He has one year of experience 

in California archaeology. 

 

Julianne Mercer assisted with the fieldwork for this project. Ms. Mercer holds a Bachelor of Arts in 

History from Sonoma State University.  
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INTRODUCTION 

 

This report describes a cultural resources survey for the County Government Center Development - 

Phase 1A Project. The study area comprises 117 acres to the north and south of Chanate Road, 

between Parker Hill Road and Terra Linda Drive, Santa Rosa, Sonoma County, California (Figure 1). 

The County is preparing a comprehensive assessment of the properties in order to assist in planning 

future development. The study was requested and authorized by Pam Kinzie, County of Sonoma 

Facilities Development & Management Division, in compliance with requirements of the California 

Environmental Quality Act. Documentation pertaining to this study is on file at Tom Origer & 

Associates (File No. 15-015). 

 

 

REGULATORY CONTEXT 

 

The California Environmental Quality Act (CEQA) requires that cultural resources be considered 

during the environmental review process. This is accomplished by an inventory of resources within a 

study area and by assessing the potential that cultural resources could be affected by development. 

 

This cultural resources survey was designed to satisfy environmental issues specified in the CEQA 

and its guidelines (Title 14 CCR §15064.5) by: (1) identifying all cultural resources within the project 

area; (2) offering a preliminary significance evaluation of the identified cultural resources; (3) 

assessing resource vulnerability to effects that could arise from project activities; and (4) offering 

suggestions designed to protect resource integrity, as warranted. 

 

 

 
Figure 1. Project Vicinity (adapted from the 1970 Santa Rosa 1:250,000-scale USGS map). 
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Resource Definitions 

 

Cultural resources are classified by the State Office of Historic Preservation (OHP) as sites, buildings, 

structures, objects and districts, and each is described by OHP (1995) as follows. 

 

Site. A site is the location of a significant event, a prehistoric or historic occupation 

or activity, or a building or structure, whether standing, ruined, or vanished, where 

the location itself possesses historic, cultural, or archaeological value regardless of 

the value of any existing structure. 

 

Building. A building, such as a house, barn, church, hotel, or similar construction, is 

created principally to shelter any form of human activity. "Building" may also be 

used to refer to a historically and functionally related unit, such as a courthouse and 

jail, or a house and barn. 

 

Structure. The term "structure" is used to distinguish from buildings those functional 

constructions made usually for purposes other than creating human shelter. 

 

Object. The term "object" is used to distinguish from buildings and structures those 

constructions that are primarily artistic in nature or are relatively small in scale and 

simply constructed. Although it may be, by nature or design, movable, an object is 

associated with a specific setting or environment.  

 

District. A district possesses a significant concentration, linkage, or continuity of 

sites, buildings, structures, or objects united historically or aesthetically by plan or 

physical development.  

 

 

Significance Criteria 

 

When a project might affect a cultural resource, the project proponent is required to conduct an 

assessment to determine whether the effect may be one that is significant. Consequently, it is 

necessary to determine the importance of resources that could be affected. The importance of a 

resource is measured in terms of criteria for inclusion on the California Register of Historical 

Resources (Title 14 CCR, §4852[a]) as listed below. A resource may be important if it meets any one 

of the criteria below, or if it is already listed on the California Register of Historical Resources or a 

local register of historical resources. 

 

An important historical resource is one which: 

 

1. Is associated with events that have made a significant contribution to the broad 

patterns of local or regional history, or the cultural heritage of California or the 

United States. 

 

2. Is associated with the lives of persons important to local, California, or national 

history. 

 

3. It embodies the distinctive characteristics of a type, period, region or method of 

construction, or represents the work of a master or possesses high artistic values. 
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4. It has yielded, or may be likely to yield, information important to the pre-history 

or history of the local area, California, or the nation.  

 

In addition to meeting one or more of the above criteria, eligibility for the California Register requires 

that a resource retains sufficient integrity to convey a sense of its significance or importance. Seven 

elements are considered key in considering a property’s integrity: location, design, setting, materials, 

workmanship, feeling, and association.  

 

Additionally, the OHP advocates that all historical resources over 45 years old be recorded for 

inclusion in the OHP filing system (OHP 1995:2), although the use of professional judgment is urged 

in determining whether a resource warrants documentation. 

 

 

PROJECT SETTING 

 

Study Area Location and Description 

 

The study area comprises approximately 117 acres of land along Chanate Road between Parker Hill 

Road and Terra Linda Drive, approximately two miles north of downtown Santa Rosa as shown on 

the Santa Rosa, California 7.5’ USGS topographic map (Figure 2). Although no work is currently 

proposed, the County is preparing a comprehensive assessment of the properties to assist in planning 

future development. 

 

Soils within the study area consist of Felta, Guenoc, Haire clay loams, and Pajaro gravelly loams 

(Miller 1972: Sheet 74). These soils are moderate to well-draining loams found primarily on rolling 

hills and uplands. These soils typically support the growth of annual and perennial grasses, forbs, 

small shrubs, berry vines, and scattered oaks. Historically, these soils were used mainly for grazing 

and range (Miller 1972:34, 40, 42, 66).  

 

The project area is on a Plio-Pleistocene slope (Koenig 1963). This geology dates from approximately 

five million years ago to about 11,700 years ago. The area has moderately sloping, well-draining soils 

that probably once supported a variety of plants that could have served as food and cover for animals. 

In addition, fresh water and freshwater resources were available in Paulin Creek, which flows through 

the project area. The presence of these attributes suggests that the project area would have been 

suitable to prehistoric occupants as a place to gather resources and hunt. The combination of slope, 

age and type of landform, and distance to water suggest that the buried site sensitivity of the area is 

low (Rosenthal and Meyer 2004). 

 

 

Cultural Setting 
 

Archaeological evidence indicates that human occupation of California began at least 11,000 years 

ago (Erlandson et al. 2007:53). Early occupants appear to have had an economy based largely on 

hunting, with limited exchange, and social structures based on the extended family unit. Later, milling 

technology and an inferred acorn economy were introduced. This diversification of economy appears 

to be coeval with the development of sedentism and population growth and expansion. Sociopolitical 

complexity and status distinctions based on wealth are also observable in the archaeological record, as 

evidenced by an increased range and distribution of trade goods (e.g., shell beads, obsidian tool 

stone), which are possible indicators of both status and increasingly complex exchange systems. 
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Figure 2. Study Area (adapted from the 1994 Santa Rosa 7.5’ USGS topographic map). 
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At the time of European settlement, the study area was situated area controlled by the Southern Pomo 

(Barrett 1908; Kroeber 1925; McLendon and Oswalt 1978). The Southern Pomo were hunter-

gatherers who lived in rich environments that allowed for dense populations with complex social 

structures (Barrett 1908; Kroeber 1925). They settled in large, permanent villages about which were 

distributed seasonal camps and task-specific sites. Primary village sites were occupied throughout the 

year and other sites were visited in order to procure particular resources that were especially abundant 

or available only during certain seasons. Sites often were situated near fresh water sources and in 

ecotones where plant life and animal life were diverse and abundant. For more information about the 

Pomo see Barrett (1908), Bean and Theodoratus (1978), Kniffen (1939), and Stewart (1943). 

 

Historical maps and atlases show that the properties which make up the study area have changed 

hands several times. In 1867, the land to the south of Chanate Road was owned by G. Lagget (Bowers 

1867). From 1877 onward the southern portion of the study area was owned by Sonoma County 

Farms, who continued to own the property until at least 1934 (McIntire and Lewis 1908; Peugh 1934; 

Reynold and Proctor 1898; Thompson 1877). In 1877, the land to the north of Chanate Road was 

owned by Potter and Hudson, and an orchard appears within the study area on their parcel (Thompson 

1877). By 1898, ownership of the northern portion of the study area had passed to N. A. Anderson, 

who held it until at least 1908 (McIntire and Lewis 1908; Reynolds and Proctor 1898), and by 1934 it 

had passed to A. Nielson (Peugh 1934).  

 

 

STUDY PROCEDURES AND FINDINGS 

 

Native American Contact 

 

The State of California’s Native American Heritage Commission, the Dry Creek Rancheria of Pomo 

Indians, the Federated Indians of Graton Rancheria, the Lytton Band of Pomo Indians, the 

Middletown Rancheria of Pomo Indians, the Stewarts Point Rancheria, and Suki Waters were 

contacted in writing. A log of contact efforts is provided at the end of this report (Appendix A). 

 

On March 9, 2015, the Federated Indians of Graton Rancheria responded in writing that the Tribe has 

knowledge of cultural resources in the immediate vicinity. The Tribe requested copies of site records 

in the immediate vicinity and that an Extended Phase One field study be conducted, after which more 

comments will be provided. 

 

 

Archival Study Procedures 

 

Archival research included examination of the library and project files at Tom Origer & Associates. A 

review (NWIC File No. 14-1150) was completed of the archaeological site base maps and records, 

survey reports, and other materials on file at the Northwest Information Center (NWIC), Sonoma 

State University, Rohnert Park. Sources of information included but were not limited to the current 

listings of properties on the National Register of Historic Places (National Register), California 

Historical Landmarks, California Register of Historical Resources (California Register), and 

California Points of Historical Interest as listed in the Office of Historic Preservation’s Historic 

Property Directory (OHP 2012). 

 

The Office of Historic Preservation has determined that structures older than 45 years should be 

considered potentially important historical resources, and former building and structure locations 

could be potentially important historic archaeological sites. Archival research included an 

examination of historical maps to gain insight into the nature and extent of historical development in 
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the general vicinity, and especially within the study area. Maps ranged from hand-drawn maps of the 

1800s (e.g., GLO plats) to topographic maps issued by the United States Geological Survey (USGS) 

and the Army Corps of Engineers (USACE) from the early to the middle 20th century. 

 

In addition, ethnographic literature that describes appropriate Native American groups, county 

histories, and other primary and secondary sources were reviewed. Sources reviewed are listed in the 

"Materials Consulted" section of this report. 

 

 

Archival Study Findings 

 

Archival research found nine studies have been conducted within or covering portions of the study 

area (Amaglio 2008; Fredrickson 1974; Jordan and Fredrickson 1989; Loyd and Origer 1993a, 1993b; 

Origer 1993; Pulcheon and Origer 1999; Schroder and Origer 2001; Thompson 1976). Of these 

studies, two studies recorded cultural resources (Fredrickson 1974; Jordan and Fredrickson 1989). 

One study (Jordan and Fredrickson 1989) located one historical site and one isolated obsidian flake 

(ISO-28) within the study area. The historical site, CA-SON-1797H, is the Old County Cemetery just 

to the west of the Norton Behavioral Health Center. Fredrickson (1974) located one prehistoric site, 

CA-SON-984, within one quarter mile of the study area. This site consists of an area of darkened soil 

and fire-cracked rock with one obsidian artifact. The remaining studies did not identify any cultural 

resources within the study area.  

 

There are no reported ethnographic sites in the vicinity (Barrett 1908, Kroeber 1925). 

 

The original General Land Office survey of T7N/R8W of the Mount Diablo Base Meridian in 1865 

shows one building labeled "Underhill's House" and an associated field that stood near the eastern 

edge of the study area. Both of these are present until at least 1879 (GLO 1865, 1879). An 1867 map 

(Bowers) shows an unnamed building located in the vicinity of the Norton Behavioral Health Center. 

Letters of Patent state that portions of the study area were bought in 1868 by A. Harris and G. Ligget 

(GLO 1868a, 1868b). The Old County Cemetery, established in 1878 just west of the Norton 

Behavioral Health Center, was associated with the County Hospital and Poor Farm. The Poor Farm 

appears as a single building on 1888 and 1898 historical maps. Residents on the Poor Farm grew most 

of their food and the facility was much self-subsistent (LeBaron et al. 1985:194). 

 

Maps from 1916 depict five closely spaced buildings on the Poor Farm. Three scattered buildings 

appear to be present within the study area that may or may not be associated with the County Hospital 

(USGS 1916). In 1936, a new community hospital was constructed at 3325 Chanate Road through the 

Works Progress Administration program to expand the county's medical facilities, and was designed 

to replace the County Hospital and Poor Farm. The county hospital complex expanded over the years 

to meet demands, and by 1954 two buildings in the vicinity of the Poor Farm are labeled as "Hillcrest 

Detention Home" (USGS 1954 [1980]).  

 

 

Field Survey Procedures 

 

A field survey was completed by Colin Caskey and Juli Mercer on February 27, 2015 and by Colin 

Caskey and Vicki Beard on March 3, 2015. The 117 acre study area was examined using a 

combination of strategies in order to account for terrain and access difficulties. Where possible, such 

as in flatter meadows and in areas of exposed soil, survey was conducted by walking in linear 

corridors 15 meters apart in a zigzag pattern. In areas where terrain and dense vegetation were greater 

hindrances, survey routes were modified to cover accessible terrain, and inaccessible areas were 



 

 7 

visually surveyed from the nearest accessible location. Visibility ranged from excellent to very poor, 

with vegetation, buildings, and pavement being the chief hindrances. Hoes were used as needed to 

clear patches of vegetation so that the ground could be inspected. 

 

Based on the distribution of known cultural resources and their environmental settings, it was 

anticipated that prehistoric archaeological sites could be found within the study area. Prehistoric 

archaeological site indicators expected to be found in the region include but are not limited to: 

obsidian and chert flakes and chipped stone tools; grinding and mashing implements such as slabs and 

handstones, and mortars and pestles; bedrock outcrops and boulders with mortar cups; and locally 

darkened midden soils containing some of the previously listed items plus fragments of bone, 

shellfish, and fire affected stones. Historic period site indicators generally include: fragments of glass, 

ceramic, and metal objects; milled and split lumber; and structure and feature remains such as 

building foundations and discrete trash deposits (e.g., wells, privy pits, dumps). 

 

 

Field Survey Findings 

 

The Old County Cemetery was located during the current survey.  Although the site boundaries listed 

in the original report (Jordan and Fredrickson 1989) have not changed, restoration efforts, beginning 

in 2003, have cleared vegetation, restored fences, and marked many of the previously unmarked 

graves.  An update to the site's primary record is included in Appendix B. 

 

ISO-28 was previously located between Chanate Road and the Norton Behavioral Health Center. An 

attempt was made to locate it during the current survey, but was unsuccessful. 

 

One prehistoric site was located. The site is a 95-meter long by 35-meter wide lithic reduction site on 

a west-facing slope near Paulin Creek. The site is located on either side of County Farm Road's 

southern fork, which runs southeast through the site before turning north and connecting to a parking 

lot.  The northeast part of the site is at a slightly higher elevation than the road and separated from it 

by a cobblestone retaining wall. A smaller portion of the site is to the southwest of the road between 

the road and a large patch of blackberry bushes bordering Paulin Creek. The entire site slopes 

southwest toward the creek. Artifacts include approximately 50 obsidian flakes, ranging from early 

reduction debitage with cortex to late-stage reduction debitage. The site is covered with sparse grasses 

and contains several oak trees.  The site is in good condition though portions of the site have been 

disturbed by a sidewalk, a road cut and retaining wall, and the planting of a few non-native trees.  
 

Dispersed obsidian flakes were found scattered at several disturbed locations (e.g., in piled soil along 

Chanate Road) in the study area. Commonly they were at higher elevations and not adjacent to the 

creek. This suggests that early occupants of the area may have chosen places overlooking the creek 

and surrounding countryside to make and repair chipped stone tools such as projectile points, knives, 

and scrapers. 

 
The Sonoma County Medical Complex consists of 11 buildings and innumerable rock structures, 

(including walls, curbs, gutters, and drinking fountains) constructed between 1936 and 1950, and used 

by Sonoma County for various health related services. A list of resources included in the complex is 

provided on page 2 of the Sonoma County Medical Complex Primary Record (see Appendix B), and 

a map showing their locations is on page 3 of the record. Note, the map numbers used in the Primary 

Record correspond to those on a County-prepared map. Not all of the county-identified buildings are 

included in the historic complex but the numbering system was maintained therein to avoid 

confusion. Locations not indicated on the County's map were assigned the designations G1, G2, G3, 

and K1. No attempt was made to show the locations of rock work as it is ubiquitous. 
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The Sonoma County Hospital (Map No. 1) was built in 1936 from plans designed by architect John I. 

Easterly of Healdsburg. Easterly also designed the Oak Knoll Sanitarium, currently known as the 

Norton Behavioral Health Center, which is also part of the complex, south of Chanate Road. Both of 

these building were funded by the Public Works Administration (PWA), one of the New Deal 

programs launched by President Franklin D. Roosevelt in 1933. The Works Progress Administration 

(WPA), another of the New Deal programs, was responsible for constructing at least some of the rock 

work found throughout the complex. Two of the rock walls have plaques inscribed "WPA 1941". 

 

Chanate Hall lies on a knoll east of the hospital (Map No. 2). This building was constructed in 1946 

as a nurse's dormitory. An office building built in 1952 is located on the south side of Chanate Road. 

In the eastern part of the complex are two buildings that date to 1952 to serve as a juvenile facility 

(Map Nos. 7, 9. In addition to these resources, the complex contains four buildings (or sets of 

buildings) of unknown age and use (Map Nos. 10, 11, G1, G3). All appear to be older than 50 years. 

The site of the former Hillcrest Hospital is marked by building foundations and landscaping. The old 

County Potter's Field is shown as K1. 

 

 

RECOMMENDATIONS 

 

Known Resources 

 

The prehistoric lithic reduction site located on County Farm Road has the potential to provide 

information about early use of the area.  The site could be found eligible for inclusion on the 

California Register of Historical Resources under Criterion 4. We recommend that this site be 

avoided by any future development.  If future projects are proposed that would impact this site, it 

should be formally evaluated beforehand for its potential inclusion on the California Register of 

Historical Resources. 

 

The two areas of extremely sparse lithic debitage do comprise bona fide archaeological sites, and thus 

no further work is recommended. 

 

The Chanate Historic Cemetery located adjacent to the Norton Behavioral Health Center has already 

been formally recorded, and an updated record completed following this survey, no further 

recommendations are warranted. 

 

Many of the buildings and WPA structures that make up the Sonoma County Medical Complex were 

constructed more than 50 years ago and represent the County's efforts to serve its citizens' health and 

welfare needs in the early to mid-20th century.  These buildings may be eligible for inclusion in the 

California Register of Historical Resources. We recommend that the eligible buildings and structures 

be mapped and formally evaluated if future proposed projects will alter any of these buildings. 

 

 

Accidental Discovery 

 

The upland nature of the study area combined with the extreme age of the geology (11,700 to 

5,000,000 years old) indicate that there is a very low potential that buried archaeological deposits 

could be present, and accidental discovery could occur. In keeping with the CEQA guidelines, if 

archaeological remains are uncovered, work at the place of discovery should be halted immediately 

until a qualified archaeologist can evaluate the finds (§15064.5 [f]). Prehistoric archaeological site 

indicators include: obsidian and chert flakes and chipped stone tools; grinding and mashing 
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implements (e.g., slabs and handstones, and mortars and pestles); bedrock outcrops and boulders with 

mortar cups; and locally darkened midden soils. Midden soils may contain a combination of any of 

the previously listed items with the possible addition of bone and shell remains, and fire affected 

stones. Historic period site indicators generally include: fragments of glass, ceramic, and metal 

objects; milled and split lumber; and structure and feature remains such as building foundations and 

discrete trash deposits (e.g., wells, privy pits, dumps). 

 

The following actions are promulgated in Public Resources Code 5097.98 and Health and Human 

Safety Code 7050.5, and pertain to the discovery of human remains. If human remains are 

encountered, excavation or disturbance of the location must be halted in the vicinity of the find, and 

the county coroner contacted. If the coroner determines the remains are Native American, the coroner 

will contact the Native American Heritage Commission. The Native American Heritage Commission 

will identify the person or persons believed to be most likely descended from the deceased Native 

American. The most likely descendent makes recommendations regarding the treatment of the 

remains with appropriate dignity. 

 

 

SUMMARY 

 

Tom Origer & Associates conducted a cultural resources study for County Government Center 

Development - Phase 1A Project located along and expanding to the north and south of Chanate 

Road, between Parker Hill Road and Terra Linda Drive, in Santa Rosa, Sonoma County, California. 

The study was requested and authorized by Pam Kinzie, County of Sonoma Facilities Development & 

Management Division, in compliance with requirements of the California Environmental Quality Act. 

One prehistoric site, the Sonoma County Medical Complex, and two locations with very sparse 

(fewer than three flakes in ten square meters) were located.  Recommendations for the prehistoric site 

and Sonoma County Medical Complex have been provided. The lithic areas are not considered sites 

and no further recommendations are necessary. Documentation pertaining to this study is on file at 

the offices of Tom Origer & Associates (File No. 15-015). 
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APPENDIX A: Native American Contact 

 

 

  



 

 

 

 

Native American Contact Efforts 

County Government Center Development - Phase 1A, Sonoma County 

 

Organization Contact Letters Results 

    

Native American Heritage Commission n/a 2/23/15 No response received as 

of the date of this report. 

Dry Creek Rancheria of Pomo Indians Harvey Hopkins 2/23/15 No response received as 

of the date of this report. 

Federated Indians of Graton Rancheria Gene Buvelot 

Greg Sarris 

2/23/15 

 

Nick Tipon responded 

on 3/9/15 requesting 

records of sites in the 

vicinity and an Extended 

Phase One study. 

Lytton Band of Pomo Indians Margie Mejia 

 

2/23/15 

 

No response received as 

of the date of this report. 

Middletown Rancheria of Pomo Indians Stephanie L. 

Reyes 

2/23/15 No response received as 

of the date of this report. 

Stewarts Point Rancheria Otis Parish 2/23/15 No response received as 

of the date of this report. 

Suki Waters Suki Waters 2/23/15 No response received as 

of the date of this report. 

 

  























 

 

 

 

 

 

APPENDIX B: Cultural Resources Documentation 

 

 

 



PRIMARY RECORD Primary # P- 

 HRI #  
 Trinomial: CA-SON-1797H (Supplement) 

Other Listings:  NRHP Status Code:  
Review Code:  Reviewer:  Date:  Resource Name or #: Old County Cemetery 

Page 1 of 1    

P1. Other Identifier: Chanate Historic Cemetery 

 

P2. Location: Unrestricted a. County: Sonoma 

 b. USGS 7.5' Quad: Santa Rosa Date: 1980 

 T 7 N/R 8 W; 1/4 of 1/4 of Sec. 11; MDBM  

 c. Address: 3325 Chanate Road City: Santa Rosa Zip: 95404 

 d. UTM: Zone: 10 525500 mE 5257460 mN 

 e. Other Locational Information: West of parking lot for Norton Behavioral Health Center, within the Sonoma County 

 Medical Complex along Chanate Road.  There is a sign at the entrance that reads "Chanate Historic Cemetery". 

 

P3a. Description: Since 1989, many of the cemetery's graves have been restored with small cement markers.  Bronze plaques 

have been installed at five graves by surviving family members of the deceased. A new pathway runs through a portion of 

the cemetery, a modern fence has been constructed around the site, and an information kiosk, a bench, and two 

commemorative plaques have been placed adjacent to the site at the cemetery entrance.  One plaque was placed by the 

Sonoma County Historical Society in memory of those buried; the other was placed by the Redwood Empire Chinese 

Association in memory of approximately 100 Chinese Sonoma County residents who were buried in the cemetery. 

 

P3b. Resource Attributes: P4. Resources Present: 
 

P5. Photograph or Drawing:  P5b. Description of Photo: Entrance to cemetery, facing West. 

 

P6. Date Constructed/Age 

 and Sources: 

  

 

P7. Owner and Address:  
  

 

P8. Recorded by:  
 Colin Caskey 

 Tom Origer & Associates 

 P.O. Box 1531 

 Rohnert Park, CA 94927 

 

P9. Date Recorded:  
 February 27, 2015 

 

P10. Type of Survey: 
 Mixed Strategy 

 

 

 

 

P11. Report Citation:  
Caskey, C. and T. Origer.  

2015  A Cultural Resources Survey for the County Government Center Development- Phase 1A Project on Chanate Road, 

Santa Rosa, Sonoma County.   

 

P12. Attachments: none 

  

 























































PRIMARY RECORD Primary # P- 

 HRI #  

 Trinomial:  

Other Listings:  NRHP Status Code:  
Review Code:  Reviewer:  Date:  Resource Name or #:  Sonoma County  

Page 1 of 6  Medical Complex 
 
P1. Other Identifier: Community Hospital, Sutter Medical Center 

 

P2. Location: Unrestricted a. County: Sonoma 

 b. USGS 7.5' Quad: Santa Rosa Date: 1994 

 T 7 N/R 8 W; SW 1/4 of NE 1/4 of Sec. 11; MDBM  

 c. Address: 3325 Chanate Road City: Santa Rosa Zip: 95404 

 d. UTM: Zone: 10 525540 mE 4257680 mN 

 e. Other Locational Information: North and south of Chanate Road between Parker Hill Road and Buena Vista Drive. 

 

P3a. Description: The Sonoma County Medical Complex consists of 11 buildings and innumerable rock structures, (including 

walls, curbs, gutters, and drinking fountains) constructed between 1936 and 1950, and used by Sonoma County for various 

health related services. A list of resources included in the complex is provided on page 2 and a map showing their locations 

is on page 3. Note, the map numbers used in this document correspond to those on a County-prepared map. Not all of the 

county-identified buildings are included in the historic complex but the numbering system was maintained herein to avoid 

confusion. Locations not indicated on the County's map were assigned the designations G1, G2, G3, and K1. No attempt 

was made to show the locations of rock work, as it is ubiquitous. (Continued on Page 2) 

 

 

P3b. Resource Attributes: HP 35, HP 41, HP 46  P4. Resources Present: Buildings, structures 

 

P5. Photograph or Drawing:  P5b. Description of Photo:  Sonoma County Hospital, view NE from Chanate 

Road.  

 

P6. Date Constructed/Age 

 and Sources: 
 1936-1950s 

  

P7. Owner and Address:  
 County of Sonoma 

 2300 County Center Drive 

 Suite A200 

 Santa Rosa, CA 95403 

 

P8. Recorded by:  
 V. Beard 

 Tom Origer & Associates 

 P.O. Box 1531 

 Rohnert Park, CA 94927 

 

P9. Date Recorded:  
 March 2015 

 

P10. Type of Survey: 
 Mixed Strategy 

 

 

P11. Report Citation:  
Caskey, C. and T. Origer 

2015  A Cultural Resources Survey for the County Government Center Development- Phase 1A Project on Chanate Road, 

Santa Rosa, Sonoma County.   

 

P12. Attachments: Continuation Sheet, Location Map 



CONTINUATION SHEET Primary #:  

 HRI #:  

 Trinomial:  
Page 2 of 6 Resource Name or #:  Sonoma County   

  Medical Complex 

Recorded by: Vicki Beard Date: March 2015 

 

P3a. Description: (continued from page 1) 

 

The Sonoma County Hospital (Map No. 1) was built in 1936 from plans designed by architect John I. Easterly of Healdsburg. 

Easterly also designed the Oak Knoll Sanitarium, which is part of the complex, south of Chanate Road. Both of these building 

were funded by the Public Works Administration (PWA), one of the New Deal programs launched by President Franklin D. 

Roosevelt in 1933. The Works Progress Administration (WPA), another of the New Deal programs, was responsible for 

constructing at least some of the rock work found throughout the complex. Two of the rock walls have plaques inscribed "WPA 

1941". 

 

Chanate Hall lies on a knoll east of the hospital (Map No. 2). This building was constructed in 1946 as a nurse's dormitory. An 

office building built in 1952 is located on the south side of Chanate Road. In the eastern part of the complex are two buildings that 

date to 1952 to serve as a juvenile facility (Map Nos. 7, 9). In addition to these resources, the complex contains four buildings (or 

sets of buildings) of unknown age and use (Map Nos. 10, 11, G1, G3). All appear to be older than 50 years. The site of the former 

Hillcrest Hospital is marked by building foundations and landscaping. The old County Potter's Field is shown as K1. 

 

1930s Construction 

The two buildings designed by Easterly in the 1930s (Map No. 1 and 13) are in the Spanish Eclectic style, although the hospital is 

much more ornate than the sanitarium. As shown in Figure 1, the hospital is a two-story, cross-hipped building with three wings 

extending from a common corridor. All are clad with stucco. The end wings are hip-roofed and the middle wing has a gabled roof. 

Clay roof tiles were used throughout the building. The main entry is at the middle wing, and is marked by elaborate, Spanish-style 

embellishments. To the north are large additions made in the 1970s. 

 

The sanitarium has a layout similar to the original hospital and is built with similar materials. The arched entry lacks the 

ornamentation found on the hospital. Ceramic tiles form a pattern around the arch and the adjacent windows.  

 

 

Resources Included in the Sonoma County Medical Complex 

Map No. Resource Year 

1 Sonoma County Hospital 1936 

2 Chanate Hall 1946 

4 Quonset hut After 1954 

7 Public Health Clinic 1952 

9 Day Treatment Center 1952 

10 Powerhouse & Laundry (County Morgue) Pre-1942 

11 Sheds Pre-1942 

13 Oak Knoll Sanitarium 1938 

15 Office building 1952 

G1
1
 Small wood-frame building Pre-1942 

G2
1
 Site of Hillview Hospital/County Poor Farm 1878 

G3
1
 Small stucco building. Pre-1942 

K1
1
 Potter's Field (Chanate Historic Cemetery) 1874 

None
2
 Rock work 1941 

1 
These locations were assigned numbers for the purpose of this document only. 

2 Rock work is found throughout the complex. 

 



CONTINUATION SHEET Primary #:  

 HRI #:  

 Trinomial:  
 Resource Name or #: Sonoma County Medical Complex 

Page 3 of 6 Date: March 2015 
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CONTINUATION SHEET Primary #:  
 HRI #:  

 Trinomial:  
Page 4 of 6 Resource Name or #:  Sonoma County 

 Medical Complex 

Recorded by: Vicki Beard Date: March 2015 

 

 

 

 Figure 1. View of the Sonoma County Hospital, circa 1936. 

 

 

1940s Construction 

Chanate Hall (Map No. 2) is a brick building constructed in 1946 as a dormitory for the nursing staff. It is situated on a rise 

within easy walking distance of the hospital to the west. This is a long, narrow building with a slight bend near the center. 

The east side was the dormitory section, and has two stories. The west end housed the common areas, and has one story.  

 

Toward the eastern end of the complex is the old powerhouse and laundry (Map No. 10), currently known as the county 

morgue and coroner's office. The exact age of this building is not known but it appears on a 1942 aerial photograph. It 

appears that part of the adjacent slope was removed to create the pad for this building as it sits lower than Chanate Road to 

the north. At present the facade is marked by a geometrically shaped parapet that rises high above the roof, and a covered 

bridge that links the door with higher ground along Chanate Road. The rear of the building has two flat-roofed wings that 

extending to the south with a gable-roofed center 

section. The gabled end of this elevation also has an 

accentuated parapet, but with a different design from 

the front of the building. A sign above the central, rear 

doorway indicates that this section is the old 

powerhouse. The west side of the building has a 

matching sign indicating that it was the Laundry. The 

Laundry portion has a geometric parapet and arched, 

glass block windows. Windows on the Powerhouse 

portion of the building have been sealed but an early 

photograph shows that there was once an arched 

window above the door and that the six piercings on the 

east side were once windows (Figure 2).  

 

Also shown in Figure 2 are the sheds designated Map 

No. 11. The sheds are of various types of construction, 

and some were perhaps agricultural buildings 

associated with the county farm. The rock foundation of 

a large barn (see Figure 2) is still present but is now 

supporting a Quonset-type building.  

 

 Figure 2. View of sheds, barn, and powerhouse/laundry, circa 

1940. 

 



 



CONTINUATION SHEET Primary #:  
 HRI #:  

 Trinomial:  
Page 5 of 6 Resource Name or #: Sonoma County 

 Medical Complex 

Recorded by: Vicki Beard Date: March 2015 

 

The original purposes of the buildings designated Map Nos. G1 and G3 are not known. Currently they appear to be storage 

rooms. These buildings are shown on a 1942 aerial photograph of the area. Building G1 is a hipped-roof, frame building 

adjacent to County Farm Road. Building G3 is situated opposite the old Hillview Hospital and near the County Farm 

buildings. It is a rectangular, stucco-clad building with a gabled-roof. The west elevation has two doors, one of which has a 

loading ramp and the other had a ramp or dock in the past. Each elevation has one or more bands of small windows high on 

the wall. 

 

1950s Construction 

In 1952, the County constructed an office building along Chanate Road, on the northwestern edge of the complex (Map No. 

15), and two buildings for use as a Juvenile Hall (Map Nos. 7 and 9) in the eastern part of the complex. The office building 

suggests Modern architecture. The Juvenile Hall buildings mimic the Spanish Eclectic style of the hospital and sanitarium. A 

nearby Quonset hut (Map No. 4) is estimated to be slightly newer than these buildings. 

 

Other Resources 

The area shown as Map No. G2 is the location of the 1878 Hillview Hospital and the County Poor Farm. None of those 

buildings are extant. 

 

Map No. K1 is the location of the County's potter's field, in use from 1874 to 1946. Efforts have been made to restore the 

cemetery and identify those buried there. It has been renamed the Chanate Historic Cemetery. 

 

The county complex has many examples of rock work, including retaining walls, fences, drinking fountains, and curbs and 

gutters. Two walls were found that were marked by the WPA in 1941. It is our opinion that the other rock work noted at the 

complex are also WPA-era structures. 



LOCATION MAP Primary #: P- 

 HRI #:  

 Trinomial:  
Page 6 of 6 Resource Name or #:  Sonoma County 

   Medical Complex 

Map Name: Santa Rosa Scale: 7.5’  Date of Map: 1994 

 
 



PRIMARY RECORD Primary # P- 

 HRI #  

 Trinomial:  

Other Listings:  NRHP Status Code:  
Review Code:  Reviewer:  Date:  Resource Name or #: Chanate Site 

Page 1 of 4    

P1. Other Identifier:  

 

P2. Location: Restricted a. County: Sonoma 

 b. USGS 7.5' Quad: Santa Rosa Date: 1994 

  T 7 N/R 8 W; SW 1/4 of SW 1/4 of NW 1/4 of Sec. 12; MDBM 

 c. Address: County Farm Road City: Santa Rosa Zip:  

 d. UTM: Zone: 10 526060 mE 4257640 mN 

 e. Other Locational Information: Site is on either side of the southern fork of County Farm Road after turning off of 

Chanate Road, just east of the morgue. 

 

P3a. Description: A 95-meter long by 35-meter wide lithic reduction site on a west-facing slope near Paulin Creek.  The site is 

located on either side of County Farm Road's southern fork, which runs southeast through the site before turning north and 

connecting to a parking lot.  The northeast part of the site is at a slightly higher elevation than the road and separated from it 

by a stone retaining wall. A smaller portion of the site is to the southwest of the road between the road and a large patch of 

blackberry bushes bordering Paulin Creek. The entire site slopes southwest toward the creek. Artifacts include 

approximately 50 obsidian flakes, ranging from early reduction debitage with cortex to late-stage reduction debitage. Site is 

covered with sparse grasses and contains several oak trees. The site is in good condition though portions of the site have 

been disturbed by a sidewalk, a road cut and retaining wall, and the planting of a few non-native trees.  

 

P3b. Resource Attributes: AP2 P4. Resources Present: Site 

 

P5. Photograph or Drawing:  P5b. Description of Photo: Northern portion of site, taken facing 

    west.  Large oak tree on left side is the sketch map datum. 

 

P6. Date Constructed/Age 

 and Sources: 
 Prehistoric 

  

P7. Owner and Address:  
 County of Sonoma 

 2300 County Center Drive 

 Suite A200 

 Santa Rosa, CA 95403 

  

P8. Recorded by:  
 Colin Caskey 

 Tom Origer & Associates 

 P.O. Box 1531 

 Rohnert Park, CA 94927 

 

P9. Date Recorded:  
 3/4/2015  

 

P10. Type of Survey: 
 Mixed Strategy 

 

P11. Report Citation:  
Caskey, C. and T. Origer.  

2015  A Cultural Resources Survey for the County Government Center Development- Phase 1A Project on Chanate Road, 

Santa Rosa, Sonoma County.   

 

P12. Attachments: Archaeological Site Record, Sketch Map, Location Map 

 

 



 ARCHAEOLOGICAL SITE RECORD 

  Primary # P- 

 HRI #  
  Trinomial: CA- 

Page 2 of 4  Resource Name or #: Chanate Site  

 

A1. Dimensions: a. Length  95  meters (est.)  b. Width  35  meters (est.) 

 Method of measurement: Paced, measured on map, Google Earth 

 Method of determination: Extent of materials visible on the ground surface 

 Reliability of determination: High. Large number of artifacts, good ground visibility 

 Limitations: Vegetation 

 

A2. Depth: Unknown Method of Determination: NA 

 

A3. Human Remains: None noted  

 

A4. Features: None noted 

 

A5. Cultural Constituents: Obsidian flakes, ranging in density from one flake per square meter to five flakes per square meter.  

Flakes range from early stage reduction debitage with cortex to late-stage reduction debitage. 

 

A6. Were Specimens Collected: No 

 

A7. Site Condition: Good. A road cut into the natural grade and bordered by a retaining wall on the north side runs through the 

site.  Soil against the inside edge of the retaining wall around the site has been disturbed and leveled higher than original 

grade.  The eastern corner of the site is disturbed by a concrete sidewalk that covers a 20-meter linear portion of the site.  

Finally, soils within the site have been disturbed by the planting of non-native palm and fruit trees. All of the other soil that 

remains appears undisturbed. 

 

A8. Nearest Water: Paulin Creek, 60m to the west 

 

A9. Elevation: 260' (interpreted from USGS topographic map) 

 

A10. Environmental Setting: Landform is a Plio-Pleistocene slope.  Site is covered by sparse grasses and surrounded by oak 

trees with some blackberry bushes along the creek on the western edge of the site.   

 

A11. Historical Information: none 

 

A12. Age: Prehistoric 

 

A13. Interpretations: Possible obsidian reduction workshop on a west-facing slope overlooking Paulin Creek. 

 

A14. Remarks: none 

 

A15. References: 1994 Santa Rosa USGS 7.5' topographic map 

 

A16. Photographs: On file at Tom Origer & Associates, Rohnert Park. 

 

A17. Form Prepared By: Colin Caskey Date: 3/4/2015 

 Affiliation & Address: Tom Origer & Associates, P.O. Box 1531, Rohnert Park, CA  94927 

  



SKETCH MAP Primary # P- 

 HRI #  
 Trinomial: CA- 

Page 3 of 4  Resource Name or #: Chanate Site 

Map Drawn By: Colin Caskey  Date: 3/4/2015 

 



LOCATION MAP Primary #: P- 

 HRI #:  

 Trinomial:  
Page 4 of 4 Resource Name or #: Chanate Site  

Map Name: Santa Rosa Scale: 7.5’  Date of Map: 1994 

 

 


